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1.

What Sparked my Interest in Transcultural Nursing
Dr. Marilyn McFarland and I began teaching together in 1996. As we taught students
transcultural nursing and using the culture care theory, Marilyn mentored me. Dr. Leininger
mentored me through a course and critiquing my work. Over the years, Marilyn and I have
worked together on grants, publications, teaching, and research together. Mentoring is the
key! Dr. Leininger mentored her and she mentored me and now I mentor others. So many
other TCN experts, colleagues, students, and patients and families have and continue to teach
me so much. It has been the journey of a lifetime – truly my life’s work; my calling.

2. Present/Future Directions
My scholarship uses the framework of culture care to improve the health of vulnerable persons
by enhancing quality of life and fostering dignified death. The framework of culture care
promotes culturally congruent care (CCC) that incorporates peoples’ values, beliefs, and
practices. It is defined as care that is satisfying, meaningful, fits with people’s daily lives,
promotes health and wellbeing, and helps people face disability or death (Leininger, 2006). The
culture care framework also is used in research that aims to facilitate cultural competence in
healthcare professionals. My research addresses national priorities of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and those found in the Institute of Medicine’s report, Dying in America.




My current three-year, funded project aims to create a community-academic partnership
with rural Appalachian church and community leaders and residents to increase families’
knowledge about and use of end-of-life care services. The goal is to serve individuals and
families with end-of-life care education to contribute to their quality of life and help
foster dignified death.
Through another community-academic-practice partnership, we are combining caring
expertise among a community agency that serves persons experiencing homelessness
(PEH), hospital bioethicist, university bioethicist, and faculty and BSN students to
provide advance directives (AD) workshop. Students learn how and then meet with
individual PEH to assist them in completing an AD.

3. Favorite Transcultural Story (May insert a picture in addition to text)

